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Our Mission is to advance the wellness of children, individuals, and

families by providing early childhood and mental health 

 services to help  community and family thrive.

Our services provide education,
support, stabilization, and
coordination of care to children,
families, and individuals in our
community. RISE emerged in April
2017 from a merger between
Community Partnerships, Inc. and
Center for Families, two Dane
County non-profits focused on
community-based, strengths-driven
services to children, families, and
young adults. 

With the merger between these two

organizations in 2017, RISE brings

over 40 years of experience and

services to the community and is

one of the only agencies in Dane

County that can provide a

continuum of care from the time a

child is born until early adulthood.

RISE serves 3,300 children,

individuals and families in Dane

County each year.

About
our

Agency



RISE Senior Leadership
Scott Strong
Executive Director

Kate Perleberg
Chief Financial Officer

Sara Flugum
Director Of Early Childhood Programs

Asha Wartgow
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Coordinator

Monica Caldwell
Director Of Mental Health Programs

Athena Luxem
Director of Quality Assurance

Keri Cavitt
Director Of Human Resources

Maggie Waid
Director Of Development
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Board of Directors
2020

Gary Backhaus
Chair

Nyra Jordan
Vice Chair

Mark Westover
Treasurer

Mary Ehlenbach
Secretary

Directors

Brian Beinborn

Jesse Lazo

Andy Mueller

Jordyn Pfeifer

Gary Praznik

Ami Rodland

Monicka Whitehead

Officers
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
2020  

$9,487,408

$8,514,803

86%
Expenses

go
directly

to
RISE

programs

RISE Programs are supported through government

contracts, grants, program fees, special events, and an

end of the year donor appeal. 



TOGETHER WE RISE
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COVID Support to
Families in 2020847

Children,
individuals and

families served in
RISE programs in

2020

1,700
meals provided to

support RISE
families

experiencing food
scarcity140

care
packages

sent to
families $5,000

distributed to assist
with homelessness

and eviction
prevention and

 housing security
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CONTINUING TO
WITHSTAND CRISIS 
DURING A
PANDEMIC:
THE DIRECTOR'S NOTES

The Respite Center quickly modified their childcare

space and kept its door open to support families at

the highest need of respite,

ParentChild+ delivered educational materials to the

family’s home and provided remote learning to

assist the parents and caregivers in engaging in

literacy activities,

Welcome Baby and Beyond and the Early Childhood

Initiative quickly turned to virtual options to provide

early childhood development and caregiver support,

developmental and mental health screeners,

housing, employment and educational services, etc.

Court Ordered Evaluations program continued to

work with our circuit court partners to provide

mental health evaluations critical to assisting with

the best treatment options and alternatives.

2020 provided an opportunity for our community to

come together. While the pandemic shocked the world,

it shed light on the importance of being adaptable,

particularly as a community serving organization. 

We know what it is like to respond to a crisis and the

need to shift at a moment’s notice. This is what RISE

does, we are built for a crisis and are able to walk

alongside children, young adults and families when their

life takes a turn and when they are in turmoil. 

Our ability to adapt served us well when we shifted our

operations and service delivery to a virtual environment

in March, and we continued to adapt throughout the

year. We continued to meet the needs of participants

and families in the most safe and effective ways

possible: 

Children Come First, Comprehensive

Community Services, Parent Peer/Peer

Specialist and Therapeutic Services Team

continued to provide much needed mental

health services in a manner that met the

needs of the participant, i.e. outdoor walks

or telehealth options. RISE also advocated

with other providers to allow Medicaid

reimbursement for telehealth. 

In partnership with United Way of Dane County

we distributed $25,000 in funds across our

programs to help families pay rent, put food on

their table, receive educational and

enrichment materials for their children and

supported families to remain safe and stable.

Other donors and the philanthropic community

also stepped up and supported organizations

like RISE to continue to deliver on our

missions.

Although not new, we were faced with a new

challenge, and we leaned in. Together we were

able to RISE and support those at highest risk. 

SCOTT STRONG
Executive Director



RISE



RISE

RISE
SERVICES



At RISE, our early childhood programs worked diligently to

engage families virtually during the onset of the pandemic,

keeping high percentage of participants engaged, offering

education and support for parents and children ages 0-5.

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS
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Welcome Baby 
& Beyond

Total families served: 48

Total children served: 49

567 personal visits 

608 hours of direct service to

families

Total families served: 113

4,939 hours of service to families

Early Childhood Initiative

ParentChild+

Total families Served: 150

76% of participating families remained
engaged  with ParentChild+ during the
pandemic running through 2020.
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THE RESPITE CENTER

Total families served:

189

Total children served:

337

6,086 hours of service

to children

“I think the last thing any mother wants to do is

fail her children and left with no other option but

to place her children in foster care. Your program

prevented me from losing my children. Thank

you.” ~ Parent
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RISE provides programs that offer wraparound care

coordination, connections to community resources, and

individualized care to advance mental wellness.

MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS
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Children Come First

Comprehensive
Community Services

Peer and Parent Peer
Support

Total children
served: 82

Total participants
served: 69

Total families
served: 33

1 2  |  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0



Court Ordered
Evaluations
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Therapeutic Services Team

Total families
served: 19

Total evaluations in
2020: 1,069

Home-Based
Therapeutic Services

Total families
Served: 28



STRENGTHENED

COMMUNITY



THANK YOU TO OUR
VOLUNTEERS
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RISE Community

Partners

Volunteered...

247
hours of

service to  
RISE

 in 2020



Thank
you!



THANK YOU TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Businesses/ Foundations

ACD Distribution

American Family Insurance

American Family Insurance Dreams

Foundation

Black Saddle Bike Shop

The Cargo Bike Shop

Carter's

Chapel Hill Training Outreach Project 

Colony Brands Foundation Inc.

Covenant Presbyterian Church

Cummings Christensen Family

Foundation

CUNA Mutual Group

Disarming the Playground

Endres Manufactory Company

Foundation

Epic

Firefighters of Local 311

Gladeye Design Studio

Gordon Flesch Company, Inc.

Greenley Family Fund 

Java Cat Coffee House

John J Frautschi Family Foundation

Kwik Trip

Latino Health Council

Madison Capitols Hockey Club

Madison Gas & Electric Foundation

Madison Homebrewers & Tasters Guild

The Madison Reading Project

Madison Monona Lioness Activity Fund

Mark A. & Joan Ravanelli Miller Fund of  

 Lakeshore Community Foundation

Oscar Rennebohm Foundation 

OB Nurses at UnityPoint Health Meriter

Park Towne Development Corp.

Pleasant T Rowland Foundation

Power System Engineering

Roots and Wings Foundation

Saint Dunstan's Episcopal Church

Sanford Gargano Living Trust

SPL Legacy Foundation

St Dennis School 

Sunshine Place

TelecomPioneers

The Hat Lady Group

The Starr Group

Thermo Fisher

Truist

United Way of Dane County

United Way of Massachusetts Bay and

Merrimack Valley

US Bank

UW Health-Meriter & Quartz

W. Jerome Frautschi Foundation

Wisconsin Women of Color Network, Inc.

Willie Street Coop North

1 6  |  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0



THANK YOU TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Individual Contributors

Alan Lee

Alina Punzalan

Allison Prajapati

Amanda Armendariz

Ann Maastricht

Anna Puglisi

Anne Smith

Ashley Pyne

Avis Davis

Barbara Olson

Becky Hoffman Gray

Bret Ammeraal

Brian Beinborn

Brian and Mary Andreas

Brianna Fiene

Bridget Cremin

Caitlin Malkus

Cara Theisen

Carly Weber

Carol Ziesemer

Carol Grob

Carol Samuel

Carrie Strong

Cathy Driftmier

Chad Lothary

Charles Hammer

Christina Ruhaak

Cynthia Brady

Daniel and Sally Rossmiller

Darcy Sommers Deno

David & Barbara Huppler

Denise Kaminski

Diane Hanson

Diane Samdahl

Diane Ballweg

Dolores Nelson

Don Lindsay

Don & Cathy Bernards

Donna Ulteig

Donna & John Montgomery

Doug and Athena Luxem

Eileen Mershart

Elizabeth Sadowski

Emilie Amundson

Eric Schulenburg

Fran DeGraff

Frances Rosing

Francine Hirsch

Frank Kennedy
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THANK YOU TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Individual Contributors

Gail Marker

Gary and Pamela Backhaus

Gary Praznick

Gerald Ring

Gordon Anderson

Greg Machotka

Gregory Landry

Harold Lewis

Heidi Heller

Jack Nebel

Jackie Bergman

James Knishka

James Tierney

James Moeser

James Van Den Brandt

Janet Yelk-Kenitz

Jason Smith

Jeff Tubbs

Jen Nehls

Jen Brandt

Jennifer Cresson

Jennifer Veium

Jennifer Ondrejka

Jenny Peabody

Joan Brooks

Joe and Mary Ellyn Sensenbrenner

John Hadidian-Baugher

Jordyn Kopplin

Joseph Zablotney

Joshua Chover

Jude Leimer

Karen Anderson

Karen Greenler 

Kathleen Braun

Kathryn Curtner

Kathryn Sandretto and William Chang

Kevin Acker

Korie Labron

Kristin Frederickson

Kyle Weiland

Larry and Karen Bowman 

Laura Houser

Lauren Gillespie

Lesleigh Luttrell

Linda Pauls Fleming

Linda Szewczyk

Lisa Veldran

Luke Salzwedel

Lynda Higgins Burt

Maggie Pascaly

Maggie Waid and Jeff LeMessurier

Mankah Zama

Marjorie Strong

Mark Stasson
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THANK YOU TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Individual Contributors

Mary Kurth

Mary Maher

Matthew Cook

Matthew Schmidt

Megan Syverson

Melissa Pfaul

Michelle Regier

Monica Meinholz

Nancy Mairs Daly

Nancy Welch

Norma Soriano

Pete and Jill  Lundberg

Phil Ouellette

Randy Kimple

Rebecca & Hanns Blank - Kuttner

Regina Reynolds 

Reginald and Abigail Nnazor

Rena Komblum

Robert Waterman

Roger Sunde

Roland Littlewood

Ruth Mathe

Sarah Condella

Scott and Sarah Strong

Sebastian Grobe

Shannon Barry

Sharla Miller

Sheila and Kevin Conroy

Stephanie Krook

Stephen Mudrick

Stephen Morton

Steve Goldberg

Sue Riseling and Joanna Berg

Susan Clark

Susan and Ellis Bauman

Teresa Holmes

Terry McLaren

Thomas Turner

Thomas and Nancy Sundal

Timothy Otis and Mary Tierney

Tom and Jane Steidl

Tonia Neustifter

Tracy Moore

Tricia Gulmen

Trisha O'Connell

Warren Buckles and Wendy Rakower
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Thank you 
Program Partners!

For more information visit www.risewisconsin.org

Follow us:

facebook.com/RISEwisconsin/

twitter.com/RISEwisconsin

instagram.com/risewisconsin

linkedin.com/company/rise-wisconsin-inc


