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ABOUT THE AGENCY

OUR MISSION
Advance the wellness of children, individuals, and families by providing
early childhood and mental health services to help community and family
thrive.

OUR VISION
RISE will be a leader in wraparound services for early childhood, mental
health, and wellness. We will jointly shape expectations alongside
participants while framing equitable partnerships throughout the region. We
will be regarded for our stewardship of resources and success in nurturing an
inclusive and caring environment for participants and staff alike.
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Partnering with the Tamara D. Grigsby Office For Equity
and Inclusion (OEI) and Dane County Department of
Human Services (DCDHS) to co-sponsor a private viewing
of the Hate U Give for staff at RISE, DCDHS, OEI, District
Attorney’s office, Dane County Corporation Counsel,
Public Defender’s office and Juvenile Court.
Cosponsoring a community presentation by Robin
DiAngelo, author of White Fragility.
Supporting the YWCA Racial Justice Summit through our
Non-profit sponsorship.

“2019 was a year that presented opportunities to strengthen
and build partnerships and celebrate milestones.
 Milestones:
As a result of the merger in 2017 (Center for Families and
Community Partnerships), RISE has been providing services
to children, individuals and families for over
40 years. This year, we were proud to celebrate milestones
for our Children Come First (CCF) Program and Respite
Center. 
This year RISE celebrated 20 years of administering the CCF
program, an innovative wraparound program dedicated to
supporting children and adolescents with mental health
concerns at home and in the community. In fact, CCF was the
first program provided by Community Partnerships, and was
the reason the organization formed. After 20 years, CCF has
been instrumental in development and growth of the system
of care for children’s mental health in Dane County.
The Respite Center celebrated its 40-year anniversary
providing crisis respite and emergency childcare to Dane
County families this year as well. From its humble beginnings
in a house on Williamson Street to the current colorful, warm
and welcoming space at Fordem Ave. that received the 2015
Design for a Difference renovation, the Respite Center has
been a safe and stable home away from home for thousands
of children and families for the past 40 years. The celebration
included testimonials and stories from parents who rely on
the Respite Center to care for their children as well as a story
from a parent who attended the Respite Center as a child and
whose children now use the Respite Center. Supporting
family wellbeing by providing a caring and safe environment
for children for 40 years, Respite Center has proven to be one
of Dane County’s lasting and true treasures.  
Throughout our 40 years RISE has relied on partnerships with
other organizations and funders to support our work in the
community, and this year was no exception.
Some of our 2019 partnerships include:
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PARTNERSHIPS AND MILESTONES:

THE DIRECTOR'S NOTES

SCOTT STRONG
Executive Director

Working with the Madison Children’s Museum to provide free
memberships to families involved with RISE. MCF also provided
space for the graduation ceremony for the ParentChild+ program
where 4 year-old graduates and their families celebrated their
completion of the 2 year program and are prepared to begin 4K.
Madison Public Library partnership resulted in two large
donations. The first was 10 early learning kits to be used in
Welcome Baby and Beyond, Therapeutic Services Team, Early
Childhood Initiative and the Fordem Ave. building Family Room.
The second donation was the purchase of 11 different book titles
for the curriculum for ParentChild+ families (600+ books). 
RISE invited newly hired Human Services Director, Shawn
Tessmann, and her leadership team to RISE to discuss RISE’s long-
standing partnership with DCDHS and examine areas where we
can grow our collaboration. 

 
These are just a few of the many partnerships we have throughout the
community that support our early childhood and mental health work
and enhance our growth as an organization."



FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

THREE YEAR FISCAL ANALYSIS

RISE Programs are supported through government contracts, grants, program fees,
special events, and an end of the year donor appeal. Our annual Brat Stand event is
staffed with volunteers and raises funds through Food and Beverage Sales.  

$8,112,096
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Revenue

$8,114,938

Expenses

82%
Expenses go
directly to
programs



NEEDS IN THE COMMUNITY
More than 

5,000 Children

under 5 years old

in Dane County

live in poverty

That's 1 in every 6

children

22,000  children

in Dane County 

 face mental

health

challenges

Nearly 1,000

children in Dane

County are

experiencing

homelessness

A rising number of children in

Dane County 

face psychiatric hospitalization

or residential treatment

Children from literacy poor homes arrive at

school with vocabularies of 

800-1000 words compared to 

6,000-10,000 words from more literacy rich

homes.
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OUR IMPACT

2,804
meals and snacks

provided in our Respite

Center for children 

3,300
Individuals in Dane

County in 2019

RISE Wisconsin served...
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894
Families in Dane County

were  served by our

mental health services 

 programs

380
Families were served

by our home visiting

programs

1,702
Individuals received

emergency or planned

childcare through our

Respite Center

79%
of children at imminent risk 

 of psychiatric

hospitalization or residential

treatment were successfully

served at home 

and in their community

creating nearly

$9 Million
worth of savings to community,

health systems and tax payers 

87%
of children in 

 ParentChild+ program 

 graduated ready for

kindergarten success

42,957
hours of service provided

by the Respite Center

staff.



EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS

ParentChild+ 
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Welcome Baby & Beyond

Early Childhood Initiative 

Total Families Served: 133

Total families Served: 75

Total Participants Served: 171

At RISE, our early childhood programs worked over 21,000 hours in 2019, using strength-based,
home visiting programs offering education and support for parents and children ages 0-5.

ParentChild+ graduates who
are Kindergarten ready: 87%



RISE STORIES

MONICKA: PARENT, RISE BOARD MEMBER AND ADVOCATE.
I had just overcome 2 ½ years of homelessness when I was attending a backpack giveaway at
Madison Area Technical College - Truax. There I met Michele who was signing kids up for the
ParentChild+ program. My little one was 2 at the time, and I was not working, so I was not able to
receive childcare benefits. The program has helped my child and my family in helping prepare her for
school. The relationship we built with Emily was awesome and rewarding to say the least. Since
then, I have gotten many parents to participate in the program. I was very appreciative for the
program and the facilitators. To know that because of this program, just this year alone, close to 90
kids have entered the Madison Metropolitan School District prepared and eager to learn more. I
support and will continue to advocate for RISE. The change that you are making in the community is
beyond encouraging. True Rock Stars!
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THE RESPITE CENTER

Respite turns 40!

Total Children and
Families Served: 1702

The Respite Center celebration highglighted 40 years of Respite service in Dane county!  Respite had
entertainment provided from The truly remarkable loon and james the magician, a musician throughout the
celebration, carnival games and delicious food to reunite current and former staff and current and former

participants!
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Total Hours Served:
42,957 



MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS
RISE provides programs that offer wraparound coordination, community resources, and

individualized care to advance mental health.

Children COme FIrst

Parent Support & Advocacy

COmprehensive Community Services
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Total Families Served:
179

Total Families Served:
38

Total Participants
Served: 73



Court ORdered Evaluations

Home-Based therapeutic services

Therapeutic Services Team
Total Families Served: 79
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Total evaluations in 2019:
1015

Total Families Served: 21

MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS



THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Volunteer Groups 2019

American Family Interns
Team
AT&T pioneers
Brat Stand Volunteers
Clarity
Cuna mutual
Exact sciences
friends of julie sheldon
girl scout Troop #2205 of
Badgerland council
Madison Capitals
Next Step Ministries
NOrdic Consulting 
Respite Center Volunteers
Reynolds Transfer
Strohm-Ballweg
TasC
United Way Kick-off
volunteers
Wegner CPAs
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6,850
hours of service

to  RISE
 in 2019

RISE Community Partners
Volunteered...

Thank
you!
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Businesses/Sponsors:

American Family Insurance 
Aspiring Nurses Association
AT&T Pioneers
Banzo
Bear & Bottle
Blue Plate Catering
Clarity Technology Group, Inc. 
Colony Brands Foundation Inc.
Covenant Presbyterian Church
Dane County Credit Union
Dane County Deputy Sheriff Association -
  Cops for Kids
Epic 
Exchange Club Of Sun Prairie
Festival Foods
Gotham 
Heritage Tavern
Jahr Media
James The Magician
J.H. Findorff and Son, Inc.
John J Frautschi Family Foundation
Kwik Trip
Madison Capitals
Madison Children's Museum
Madison Community Foundation
MAdison Eagle Aux #623
THe Madison Reading project
Madison Rotary Club
Madtown Barre LLC
The Magic Pebble Foundation
Manna Cafe
Memorial United Church of Christ
National Guardian Life Insurance Company
Nordic Consulting, Inc.
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Ohio Tavern Inc
Oscar Rennebohm Foundation, Inc
Park Towne Development Corp.
Quartz
Robert W Baird &  Co
SPL Legacy Foundation
St Dennis School  
St. Dunstan's Episcopal Church
Strohm Ballweg, LLP
TelecomPioneers

DONORS-THANK YOU
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The Starr Group
The Westmoreland Card Club
Truist
Truly Remarkable Loon
United Way Of Dane County
United Way of Massachusetts Bay and
Merrimack Valley
Unity Point Health Meriter
UW Health
UW Hospitals & Clinics Authority
Willy Street Coop--North



Individual Donors:

Barbara Accola
Joy Amuedo
Emilie Amundson
Gordon  Anderson
Brian and Mary Andreas
Anne Arnesen
Elizabeth and Richard Askey
Kathryn Atkins
Gary and Pamela Backhaus
James and Lynda Badger
Michael Batka
John Bauman
Susan and Ellis Bauman
Nereyda Bautista
April Belshaw
Rachel Best
William and Laura Bird
Rebecca and Hanns Blank-Kuttner
Larry and Karen Bowman
Joan Brooks
Beth Bruce
Warren Buckles and Wendy Rakower
Danielle Burdick
Kathryn Cacic
Valerie Cappozo
Joshua Chover
Susan Clark
Carolyn Clow
Dorothy and Greg Conniff
Mark Consigny
Jennifer Cresson
Carmen Cruz
Daniel Delacey
Heather and John Dobson
Patrick Duzan
Gay Eastman and Steve Small
Joel and Tammy Egan
Mary and William Ehlenbach
William  and June Ganser
Kayte Goglio
Steve Goldberg
Dianne Greenley
William Greer and Margaret Sleeper
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Sebastian Grobe
Rachel Groman
Mary H
Lisa Hajek
Charles Hammer
Thomas Hansen
Diane Hansen
Lucy Harr and David Lewis
Tracy Hendrikson
Mariant Hildebrandt
Terri Holthaus
Andrea Houge
Aileen Hruby
David and Barbara Huppler
Jane Jensen
Kathryn Johnson
Kevin and sally Keller
Erin Kennedy
Mary and michael Kennedy
Tanya Knight Mudrick
Holly Krook
Mary Kurth
Gregory and Ann Landry
Alan Lee and Marguerite Moeller
Jude Leimer and Paul Strommen
Don Lindsay
Ken Loving and Sarina Schrager
Bonnie Macritchie Titze and Richard Titze
Mary Maher
Caitlin Malkus
Joy Matthews
John Mcintyre
susan and michael mckiernen
 Robin Meyer
 Kim Miller and Thomas Evans
 Sharla Miller
Angel Mistlebauer
mankah Mitchell
Joe Moeser
Donna and John Montgomery
Stephen Morton
 kara Navin
Nick Nellis

Frederick and Dolores Nelson
Tonia Neustifter and Ralph Cagle
Trisha O' Connell
Barbara Olson
 Kristin Oster
Timothy Otis and Mary Tierney
Kathy Perleberg
Jordyn Pfeiffer
William and Christine Piotrowski
Gary poodle
Ashley and Robert Pyn
Dan Reed and Kelda Roys
Gerald Ring
Ami Rodland
Daniel And Sally Rossmiller
amanda saenz
Kathryn Sales
Carol Samuel
Leah and William Sandholm
Kathryn Sandretto and William Chang
John Schanen
marjorie schuett
eric schulenburg
karen schultz
Deb Sheldon
Julie Sheldon
Steve Sheldon
Judith Siegfried
marie sieker and Roderick Matthews
Ann Smith 
Jason Smith
Jessica Steinhoff
Ryan strohm
Carrie Strong
Marjorie Strong
Scott and Sarah STrong
Thomas and Nancy Sundal
 Roger Sunde
 Suzanne Swift
 Christina Tenuta
James and Barb Tierney
Donna Ulteig
Ian and Jocelyn Vande Velde
 Sara Vanden Brook



Individual Donors:

Janine Wachter
Maggie Waid and Jeffrey LeMessurier
Kristina Walsh
Robert Waterman
Cindy Watson
David Webb
Jackie Wehrenberg
Nancy Welch
Mark Westover
Susan and Alan S. Williams
Janet Yelk-Kenitz
Michael zagrodnik
Camille Zanoni
Carol Ziesemer
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Thank You for
your continued

support!



PROGRAM PARTNERS

For more information visit www.risewisconsin.org

Follow us:

facebook.com/RISEwisconsin/

twitter.com/RISEwisconsin

instagram.com/risewisconsin

linkedin.com/company/rise-wisconsin-inc


