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Letter From The Director

Program Partners

Scott Strong 
Executive Director

     Helping Community and Family Thrive” became our tag line as
Community Partnerships and Center for Families merged to become RISE.
Both organizations had deep roots in this statement with a combined history
of over 60 years partnering with children, individuals and families in the
community to RISE and thrive.  
 
Through the merger, we have strengthened an approach where the vast
majority of our services are provided within a continuum of care, from early
childhood through young adulthood. The merger brought together experts in
the field of child welfare, crisis respite, mental health, early literacy, home
visiting and care coordination. Integrating this work within one organization
both strengthened the expertise for staff and allowed those we serve to
receive seamless and comprehensive service under one roof.  
 
The merger was a major undertaking for both organizations. It challenged us
to continue our work to provide high quality care to those we serve, while
bringing together agency culture and business functions. To do this
effectively, it required the trust, support, and commitment of many
stakeholders; the Boards of Directors, staff, volunteers, funders, participants,
donors and the community, all of whom got behind and supported the efforts.
Thanks to this support and trust, RISE has emerged and is “Helping
Community and Family Thrive.   



Advance the wellness of children, individuals, and families by

providing early childhood and mental health services to help

community and family thrive.

Mission

RISE will be a leader in wraparound services for early childhood, mental health,

and wellness.  We will jointly shape expectations alongside participants while

framing equitable partnerships throughout the region. We will be regarded for

our stewardship of resources and success in nurturing and inclusive and caring

environment for participants and staff alike. 

Vision

RISE believes in the power of human connection and the
resilience that exists within every person. We embrace strengths-
based, solutions-focused approaches to addressing the mental

health and wellness needs of our community. We value
collaboration, learning, and growth.  

 
 Our services provide education, support, stabilization, and

coordination of care to children, families, and individuals in our
community. 
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Secretary

Directors

Anne Smith 
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Mary Ehlenbach

American Family Insurance

Nikolai Skievaski
Redox

Kristin Zweifel Frederickson
Door Creek Golf Course

Tim Otis

UW Law School

Gary Backhaus 

Dane County Human Services

Vikki Brueggeman
Zimbrick, Inc.

Ami Rodland 
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Gary Praznik

Jessie Lazo

UW Department of Pediatrics

American Family Insurance

Dane Cty. Human Services (Retired)

Health Choice

Elizabeth Rudy
Wisconsin Dept. of Corrections

Carol Ziesemer
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Board of Directors

Scott Strong, Executive Director 

Keri Cavitt, Human Resources Manager 

Lori Duzan, Clinical Director 

Athena Luxem, Quality Assurance Manager 

Monica Meinholz, Program Manager 

Katie Myhre, Program Development Manager 

Kate Perleberg, Chief Financial Officer 

Julie Sheldon, Fund Development Manager 

Jason Smith, Program Manager 

RISE Leadership Team 

“It’s wonderful having

another person who cares

about my baby and how

she’s growing and

developing.”  

- ECI Parent 



The Early Childhood Initiative (ECI)
program is a voluntary home visiting

program in Madison and Dane County,
WI for pregnant women and families

with children ages 0-4.

161

378

The Respite Center
The Respite Center is an
emergency child care and

parental support program that
provides care for children ages

0-14.

families served

26,102 hours of child care provided

1,273 hours of support by volunteers

Early  
Childhood Initiative

125 families served

5,642 hours spent supporting families



Welcome Baby & Beyond
(WB&B)  is a home visiting

program offering education and
support for parents and

caregivers with children ages
0-5, to learn important skills
ensuring their children are

healthy, safe, and ready for
school and continued learning. 

families served118

Welcome Baby & Beyond

Parent-Child
Home Program

The Parent-Child Home Program
(PCHP) is an evidenced-based

early literacy and school readiness
program that supports parents and

caregivers in providing the skills
and materials needed to prepare

children for success. 

graduation rate93%

161 families served



The CCF program is a wraparound care coordination program for
children living with mental health needs that helps children succeed

in their home and community.

Children Come First

children received 
CCF services 

6,128 

149  

crisis intervention  
service hours 

case management 
hours provided 

2,881 

The Therapeutic Services Team
provides mental health counseling,

crisis stabilization, and in-home
support to youth, parents, and youth
adults enrolled in RISE programs.  

Therapeutic Services Team

 children receiving services remained
out of the hospital

83%

80 children and families served 



Play & Learn is a strengths-based
program providing caregivers

education and support with their
chi ldren ages 0-5, bui lding

confidence in parenting ski l ls. 

Play & Learn

families served50  

parents served30

Parents' Place
Parents' Place, offered in both

English and Spanish, is a
community-based parent

education and support service
using a strength-based approach

to parent development.

Parent & Consumer Advocacy
The Family & Consumer Advocate

supports youth, families, and teams in the
Children Come First program and provides
psychosocial rehabilitation for individuals
receiving Service Facilitation from RISE’s

Comprehensive Community Services
program. The Family & Consumer

Advocate provides consultation and
training to all staff on a variety of topics
including trauma-informed care, special
education law and educational supports,

crisis response and behavior management,
and more.

families served57  



The Court Ordered
Evaluations (COE) program is

an assessment and
evaluation program that

serves Dane County Courts
for outpatient mental health
assessments ordered under

specific statute areas. 
evaluations completed 938

Court Ordered Evaluation 
 Program

Comprehensive 
Community

Services 

Comprehensive
Community Services

(CCS) is a community-
based and recovery-
oriented program that

provides coordination of
service for youth and

adults living with mental
health needs. 

service hours provided4,242



A Year in Review

The Northside Early 
Childhood Zone (NECZ) opened

in January as a collaborative
initiative to support families with

young children on Madison’s
northside. RISE operates two
home visiting  programs in the
Zone: Early Childhood Initiative
and Welcome Baby & Beyond.  

Our signature event,
Circle of Hope:
Spark of a New
Beginning is our
largest event yet.

Community Partnerships and
Center for Families merge into

one agency.  
A team of staff and board
members work with local

company, Candorem, on creating
and implementing a new

organizational brand and name,
RISE.

First all-staff meeting as a merged agency

The Comprehensive
Community Services

team expands to
serve youth and

adults receiving CCS
services in Dane

County.

The Children Come
First Therapeutic
Services Team

expands to serve
more youth and

families 



Expenses

in total expenses

Revenue & Support

in total revenue

 $10,496,611

 Financial Statement 

 $7,338,558

RISE's programs and services are supported through government contracts,
grants, program fees, special events and an end of the year donor appeal. Our

annual Circle of Hope event raises funds through ticket sales and a silent
auction. We have many In-kind donors who make donations of products,

services and gift certificates for our silent auction as well as to support needs of
program participants.  



Sherryl Abplanalp 

Achten Building Solutions 

Adesys IT Specialists 

Brittany Allen 

American Family Insurance 

American Transmission Co 

Gordon Anderson 

Rebecca Anderson 

Brian &  Mary Andreas 

Anne Arnesen 

Kristine Ashe 

Elizabeth Hill Askey  

Richard Askey 

AT&T Telecom Pioneers 

Eugene & Janet Augustine 

Aurora Health Care 

Gary Backhaus 

Erin Barbato 

Barb &  Jim Barnard 

Mark Barnard 

Nancy & Daniel Battist 

Sandra Beaupre 

Carolyn Bell 

Bell Bank Mortgage 

Douglas Bennett & Beverly Bennett 

Rebecca Blank & Hanns Kuttner 

BlueTree Network 

BMO Harris Bank 

Anne Bogar & Donald Dyke 

Anne Bolz 

Karen Bosold 

Larry & Karen Bowman 

Kathleen Braun 

Joan Braune 

Joan Brooks 

Warren Buckles & Wendy 

     Rakower 

Richard & Lianne Burnson 

Lon Buss & Deborah Buss 

Elizabeth Butler 

Mary Caldwell-Pineda 

Sherry Casali 

Keri Cavitt 

 

2017 Financial Donors 

Celebrations Unlimited 

Joanna Cervantes 

Lori Cochart 

Marilyn Holly Cohn 

Colony Brands Foundation Inc. 

Dorothy & Greg Conniff 

Paige Costakos 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Crossroads Community Farms 

Crystal Core Jewelry 

CUNA Mutual Foundation 

Kathryn Curtner 

Beth & Gary Cutler 

Matthew Dahl 

Eve & Carl Degen 

Fran DeGraff 

Delta Dental of Wisconsin 

Dianne Dillman 

Disarming the Playground 

William & Barbara Ditscheit 

Heather Dobson & John Dobson 

Chirayu Dongre 

Door Creek Golf Course 

Stephanie Dorfman 

Michael & Kari Douglas 

Mimi Doyle & Ernie Martinez 

Cathy Driftmier 

Matthew Droese 

Marie Drumm & Lawrence Held 

Beth Dunn 

Patrick Brian Duzan 

Gay Eastman 

Mary & William Ehlenbach 

Enterprise Systems Group 

Epic 

Amanda Fahrenbach 

Matt Feuerstein 

Sherry Finkler 

Fired Up Pottery 

Linda Fleming 

Ann Flynn 

Ellen & Tom Foley 

Julie & John Franz 

John J Frautschi Family 

     Foundation 

 

Dan Frazier 

Kristin Frederickson 

Joe Frost 

Grace Frudden 

GE United Way Campaign 

Carol Gibb 

Keith Gilkey & Jane Ludwig 

WIlliam and Lynn Gingher 

GMA SHRM 

Steven Goldberg 

Terri Goldbin 

Josh Goldman 

Alfonso Gonzalez & Maria Del 

      Castillo-Gonzalez 

Good Done Great 

Karen Greenler 

Dianne Greenley 

William Greer & Margaret 

     Sleeper 

Carol & Chad Grob 

Sebastian Grobe 

Frank Grogan 

Group Health Cooperative of 

     South Central Wisconsin 

Gundlach Family Fund 

Jeffrey Hall 

Charles Hammer 

Denise Hanson 

Timothy & Diane Hanson 

Margaret Hardyman & Jeffrey 

     Schneider 

Lucy Harr & David Lewis 

Bernard Healy & Mary Healy 

Susan Heidrich 

Keith Heimforth & Carmen Cruz 

Lynda Higgins & Greg Burt 

Stephanie Hilgers 

Diane Hintzmann 

Monica Host 

David & Barbara Houlihan 

Jennifer Lynn Hughes 

David & Barbara Huppler 

Jeanna Hutchinson 

Doris Hutnick 

Kelsey Imberg 

 



Intercon Construction  

Investors Community Bank 

J.H. Findorff & Son Inc. 

Stephen Jacobi 

Deidre Jarecki & Tyler 

     Fuhrman 

Dave & Jean Johnsen 

Barb Jung & Mark Jung 

Ronald Kaminsky & Joanne 

     Abler-Kaminsky 

Kappa Delta Sorority 

Sharon Kasik 

Sharyl Kato 

KEE Architecture, Inc. 

Kestrel Management  

Susan Klein 

Gary & Judith Kober 

Lauren Koshere 

Steve Koslov & Mary Fulton 

Shawn Krueger 

KS Energy Services, Inc.  

Mary Kurth 

Kevin Lally 

Sandra Lampe 

Gregory & Ann Schwab Landry 

Jane & David Le Count 

Alan Lee & Marguerite Moeller 

Peter Leidy & Betsy Bazur- 

     Leidy 

Sam Lemense 

Neil Lerner & Judy Collins 

Sarah Lipke 

Doug Luxem 

Thomas Lynch 

M3 Insurance Solutions 

Madison Community 

     Foundation 

Madison Gas and Electric Co. 

Mary Maher 

Nancy Mairs Daly 

Michael & Pamela Malesevich 

Meredith Martin 

Eileen McCarten 

Fay McClurg 

Kenneth McClurg 

Beverly & Bruce McCulloch 

McFarland Evangelical 

     Lutheran Church 

Ann McNeary 

Laura McNeill 

Eileen Mershart 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

James Meyer & Jean Ravanelli= 

     Meyer 

Naoma Michaelis 

James Miller 

Kim Miller & Thomas Evans 

Mark Miller & Joan Ravanelli- 

     Miller 

Meg Miller 

Robert John & Melanie Miller 

Sharla Miller 

Rebecca & Matthew Mitchell 

James Moeser 

Patti Moeser 

Donna Montgomery 

Steve Morton 

Maura Mullen 

Marcus Murphy 

Gregory Murray 

Rebecca Murray 

Katie Myhre & Tim Daeger 

National Guardian Life 

Tonia Neustifter and Ralph 

     Cagle 

Kathie Nichols 

Carolyn Ninedorf 

Ruth Nobel 

Kathryn Norton 

Oak Bank 

Megan O'Brien 

Sheila O'Brien & Bradley 

     Wieneke 

Maureen Oostdik 

ORBIS/Menasha Corporation 

     Foundation 

Timothy Otis & Mary Tierney 

Park Bank 

Park Towne Development Corp. 

Darrell & Carol Patterson 

 

2017 Financial Donors 

Deborah Percival & Steven 

     Grever 

Kathy Perleberg 

Peterson Technology Group 

Jordyn Pfeiffer 

Physcians Plus 

Steve Pogue 

Betsy Powers 

Christopher Powers 

Kathryn Price 

Ashley Pyne & Robert Pyne 

Nick Quint & Catherine Ford 

     Quint 

Frank & Vicki Ravanelli 

Oscar Rennebohm Foundation 

Regina Reynolds 

Claire Rider 

Gerald Ring 

Sue Riseling & Joanne Berg 

Ami Rodland 

Chris Roelke 

Daniel & Sally Rossmiller 

Krista Roys & William O'Connor 

Returned Peace Corps 

     Volunteers WI- Madison 

Ann Rulseh & Thomas Kasper 

Carrie Ryan 

Carol Samuel 

Geoffrey Sandler 

Susan & Peter Sauer 

Leah Schaefer 

Carol Schoch & Dave Schoch 

Peg Scholtes 

Marjorie Schuett 

Eric & Jane Schulenburg 

Julie Sheldon 

John Shook 

Marie Sieker & Roderick 

     Matthews 

Niko Skievaski 

Smart Motors 

Anne Smith 

Jason Smith 

Deborah Ann Speckmann 

Paul & Cynthia Spetz 

 

 



Megan Spranger & Luke Van 

     Hulle 

SSM Health 

Tom & Jane Steidl 

Jessica Steinhoff 

Carrie Strong 

Marjorie Strong 

Scott  & Sarah Strong 

Wayne & Terri Strong 

Summit Credit Union 

Thomas & Nancy Sundal 

Roger Sunde 

Leslie Taylor 

The Capital Times - Kids Fund 

The Magic Pebble Foundation 

Mindy & Jack Trudell 

Clyde & Holly Tunak 

Donna Ulteig 

 

2017 Financial Donors 

United Way of Dane County 

Unity Church of Madison 

Unity Point Health - Meriter 

Sheri & Mark Urowsky 

US Bank 

UW Credit Union 

UW Health and Unity 

Jane Lampher & Jim Van Den 

     Brandt 

Mary Vowinkel & Robert Kranz 

Jessica Wagner 

Derek Wallace 

Chanda Wanta 

Jesse Wanta 

Patricia Warner & Bruce Klein 

Michael Warwick 

Wegner CPAs 

Joel & Margaret Weichelt 

 

Nancy Welch 

Mark Westover 

Nancy Westphal-Johnson 

Reed & Leanne Widen 

MaryKay Wills 

Robert & Elsie Wilson 

Wipfli 

Wisconsin Distributors 

Wisconsin Realty Investments 

Kenneth & Debra Wundrow 

Yahara Bay Distillers 

Janet Yelk-Kenitz 

Andrew Yoblonski 

Jessica Yuill 

Carol Ziesmer 

Zion Lutheran Church 

Anonymous Donors 

 

Provides a place to play, a warm bath,  
clean clothes, hot meals, and a night off  

the street for one child.

Provides 10-day bus passes to a
family of 3 to help them get to and

from appointments.

Provides educational materials
for 50 more local children.

$50

$100

$200



5th  Element  Coffee 

Mandy Alberfie 

Marcia Albrecht 

Alchemy 

American Family Insurance 

Apple Wellness 

Elizabeth Hill Askey &  Richard 

     Askey 

Gary Backhaus 

Bahn Thai Restaurant 

Banzo 

Be Inspired Salon 

Beans 'N Cream Coffeehouse 

Allison Bender 

Kellyn Black 

Bloom Bake Shop 

Chris Boehm 

Aubrie Bohman 

Katie Bolen-Irwin 

Kelsey Bonny 

Boulders Climbing Gym 

Cory Brasell 

Brasserie V 

Julie Bump 

Buraka 

Debbie Buss 

Café Hollander 

April Campbell 

Candinas Chocolatier  

Candorem 

Cannery Wine & Spirits 

Capitol Brewery 

Nina Catterall 

Cave of the Mounds 

Chipotle Mexican Grill 

Chiquitapop Photography 

Chocolate Shoppe Ice Cream 

Circus World Museum 

Community Ground Works/Troy 

     Community Farm 

Copper Fox Custom Woodworking 

Cork n Bottle  

Craftsman Table & Tap   

Crescendo Espresso Bar + Music 

     Cafe 

2017 In-Kind Donors & Volunteers 

Crossfit Connex 

Richard D. 

Jenny Dahl 

Dairyland Family Restaurant 

Marlo Darken 

Dayton Street Grille 

Delicate Essence LLC 

Troy Delyn 

Designs by Andrea 

Door Creek Golf Course 

Dotty Dumpling's Dowry 

Driftless Glen 

Eagles Club - Women's 

     Auxiliary 

Erin Eddy 

Adam Eichstedt 

Elements Massage 

Ella's Deli 

Briana Elliot 

Emerald Meadows Family Farm 

Escape in Time 

Festival Foods 

Flyght Cycle 

Fontana Sports 

Food Fight Restaurant Group 

Frank Liquor 

Kay Frazier 

Freshii 

Gail Ambrosius Chocolatier 

Dean Genthe 

Scott Gierman 

LeeAnn Glover 

Godfrey & Kahn 

Goodman's Jewelers 

Megan Gour 

Cheryl Graves 

Robin Gray 

Great Clips  

Green Clock 

Green Owl Café 

Greenway Station  

Grounded Roots Massage 

Alejandro Gutierrez 

Ha Long Bay 

Kari Hailey 

Half Price Books 

Harley-Davidson Museum 

Harmony Bar and Grill 

Hausman-Johnson Insurance 

Hawk's Bar & Grill 

High Noon Saloon 

Mariant Hildebrandt 

Hilton Garden Inn West 

     Madison/Middleton 

Jackie Hoffman 

Hubbard Avenue Diner 

Beth Hudleman 

Hybrid Salon 

Ian's Pizza 

Inner Fire Yoga 

Iron Pagoda Athletic Club 

Chris Jackson 

Jamerica 

Ben John 

Nyra Jordan 

Jung Garden Center 

Just Coffee Cooperative 

Misty Kabasa 

Josh Kalscher 

Karner Blue Candle & Supply 

Kicks Unlimited 

Melissa King 

Kneaded Relief Day Spa 

Elizabeth Kober 

Kula Yoga & Welleness 

La Taguara 

Annie Lauchner 

Legacy Academy 

Lynn Lemberger 

Emily LeSage 

Liliana’s Restaurant 

Little Amerricka 

Little Caesars Pizza 

Lombardino's  

Luigis 

Luxem Family 

Machinery Row Bicycles 

Madison Bead Company 

Madison Children's Museum 

Madison Grove 

Madison No Fear Dentistry 

 



2017 In-Kind Donors & Volunteers 

Madison Originals Restaurant 

     Group 

Madtown Twisters 

Mall of America 

Marigold Kitchen 

Market Street Diner 

Kathleen Massota 

Ruth Mathe 

Lyndsay McCary 

McFarland Evangelical Lutheran

Church 

Heather Meyer 

Mickie's Dairy Bar 

Midwest Clay Project 

Midwest Family Broadcasting 

Miller & Sons Supermarket 

Milwaukee Brewers  

Milwaukee Bucks 

Milwaukee Zoo 

Matt Miron 

MKE Sports & Entertainment 

Monroe Street Arts Center 

Mr. Brews Taphouse 

Natures Bakery Cooperative 

Balley Nevenschwander 

New Glarus Brewing Co. 

Nitty Gritty 

North Central Group 

North Street Pies 

Northwoods Cheese Company 

Sheila O'Brien & Bradley 

     Wieneke 

Olbrich Botanical Society 

Old Sugar Distillery 

OM Indian Fusion Cusine 

Orange Tree Imports 

Oriental Trading Company 

Panera Bread 

Pat Pankhurst 

Park Bank 

PDQ Food Stores 

Donna Peterson 

Pizza Brutta 

Plaka Taverna 

Play N Wisconsin 

Port Huron Brewing  Company  

Christopher Poss, DDS 

Lizzy Powers 

Tari Raatz 

Briana Rabl 

Maureen Regan 

Rejuvenation Spa  

Emily Reuter 

Regina Reynolds 

Michelle Reynolds 

Jim Riffel 

Ritual Barbers 

Sue Robinson 

Melanie Robinson Ayer 

Rockhound Brewing Co. 

Ashley Rogers 

Ramona Rose 

Rosenberry Society 

Roundy’s Foundation 

Katherine Sager 

Eric Sampson 

Patty Schaefer 

Tracy Schlax 

Robin Schniztler 

Michelle Schram 

Julie Schwartz 

Erin Schwenzker 

Schwoegler Entertainment 

     Center 

Sconnie Nation  

Kelly Shannon 

Andrew & Andrea Shell 

Karin Shippar 

Karina Skov 

Sky Zone 

Jim Spiegel 

Starbucks 

Kristi Stephens 

Stoughton Opera House 

Summerfest 

Susan Sunde 

Hope Swanson 

Taj Indian Restaurant 

Taliesin Preservation Inc 

Taste of India 

Ten Pin Alley 

The Bull at Pinehurst Farms 

The Flying Hound Alehouse 

The Joint 

The Melting Pot  

The Shoe Box 

The Vinery Stained Glass 

     Studio 

Three Bears Resort 

Jenna Tighe 

Trader Joe's  

Trek Travel 

Lois Tyler 

Underground Butcher 

UPS Store 

Sophia Vedvik 

Nicole Vedvik 

Geraldine Veneman 

Helen Vickerman 

Vino Veritas  

Vitense Golfland 

Webcrafters-Frautschi 

     Foundation 

Maria & Marcus Weesner 

Wegner CPA & Consultants 

Elisa Welch 

Westfield Comics 

Willy Street Co-op 

Wine and Hop 

Woodman's Food Market 

Carol Ziesemer 


