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2014 was the last year that Mike Kenitz was the Executive Director for Center for Families.  
Sadly, Mike contracted lung cancer in May 2013 and passed in July of 2015. But in 2014, he 
was still in charge; and it was a good year for Center for Families. As Mike put it in a letter to his 
friends and family: 

“From November 2013 through October 2014 I enjoyed a reprieve filled with some 
recovery of body, spirit and joy of life. Now in a reduced state, a somewhat broken form of 
my former vibrant self, I’d say I was at about 70% of my former self. I was glad to be able 
to do many things like grill out, work with the flowers, and mow the lawn on my tractor.  
For the most part, life was good. I am so thankful for the prayers and support I received 
from so many during my darkest days, surely that is what pulled me through. Janet, Emily, 
and Colin were nothing but outstanding in their love, acceptance, patience and help 
through the nightmare.”

 
To acknowledge Mike and his importance to Center for Families, the Board of Directors made 
the following dedication:

  
The Executive Board for the Center for Families (CFF) recognizes and honors executive 
director, Mike Kenitz for his Center for Families work over the past 10 years; particularly 
his visionary contribution to the development of the ‘CFF hub’ - a nerve center of 
programs, home visiting resources, and community use rooms to facilitate our  goal to 
support and strengthen families. Mike realized that our building is a resource that can be 
used to both engage in and broaden the reach of CFF. He is responsible for the guiding 
vision that embraces the intent, programmatic structure and community role of the “hub”.

Because the ‘hub’ is the essential ingredient that provides the nimble, responsive and 
programmatic approach to meeting our mission, the Center for Families Board of Directors is 
delighted to recognize Mike’s intellectual, practical and programmatic innovation by dedicating 
the ‘hub’ concept as the “Kenitz Community Hub”. Unlike a dedication to a specific program or 
physical space to honor Mike’s contributions to CFF, the ‘hub’ concept was chosen because it is 
the core of what Center for Families envisions its future to be.  

Thanks for everything, Mike. You are missed dearly. 

In loving memory, 
Center for Families staff and Board of Directors 
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Businesses / Organizations
Artisan Dental LLC
Associated Bank
AT&T Pioneers
Baird Foundation, Inc.
Bell Laboratories, Inc
Capitol Kids
Colony Brands Foundation Inc.
Covenant Presbyterian Church
CUNA Mutual Group
Dane County District Attorney’s Office
Dane County Exchange Club
Disarming the Playground
DuWayne’s Salons
Exchange Club of Sun Prairie
First Congregational United Church of Christ
Gamma Delta Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi
Good Family Foundation
Gordon Flesch Company, Inc.
Grace Episcopal Churchwomen
Hand to Hand
Hausmann- Johnson Insurance, Inc
Heartland Credit Union
Intercon Acquisition LLC
John J Frautschi Family Foundation
Kappa Delta Sorority
KS Energy Services
Lowell Center
Macy’s
Madison Community Foundation
Madison Festivals, Inc
MOMS Club Madison East
My Blessing Circle
Park Towne Development Corp.
Pierce’s Supermarket
Purple Moon Foundation
St. Mary’s Health Care
Summit Credit Union
Suttle-Straus, Inc.
The Westmoreland Card Club 
Total Administrative Services Corporation
Unity Church of Madison
United Way of Dane County
UW Health
Webcrafters-Frautschi Foundation
Wegner CPAs
Westside Card Club
Wild Birds Unlimited

Directors Report 

LuCinda Werkheiser
Burt & Virginia Westover
Mark Westover
Judy Whalen
Barbara & John White
Sheila Wilson & Hal Barber
Mary Jane Wiseman
Janice & Charles Wittkopp
Laurie Zimmerman & Renee Bauer

James Miller
John & Brigid Miller
John & Kate Miller
Kim Miller & Thomas Evans
Tom Moen
Donna Montgomery
Jeannene & Brian Mosley
Marje Murray
Frederick & Dolores Nelson
Fran Nelson
Helene Nelson
Thomas Neumann
Kathie Nichols
Vincent O’Hern
Lorraine & Keith Ochalla
Barbara Olson
Jennifer Ondrejka
Janice & Richard Paynter
Susan & Richard Pegg
Ms. Deborah Percival
Lynn Person
Donald & Marion Peterson
Thomas & Julie Pietras
Gary Praznik
Heather Pulvermacher
Suzanne Pyle
Joellyn Quinn
Richard & Clare Radtke
Joseph A Ranney
Kristine Revak
Claire Rider
Gerald Ring
Sue Riseling
Celeste Robins
Daniel & Sally Rossmiller
Krista Roys & William O’Connor 
Ricky & Mary Santovec
Diane Schlipper
Peg Scholtes
Eric L Schulenburg
Gary & Barbara Schultz
Valerie Shatavsky
Judith Siegfried
Marie Sieker & Roderick Matthews
Melissa & Elliott Smith
Kevin & Michelle Smith
Kurt & Kim Stege
Tom & Jane Steidl
Mary Stelletello
Michael & Meghan Stern
Anne N Stoelting
Kristanne Stone
Shirley Sundquist
Margaret Thompson
Danielle & Ralph Tolzmann
Carol Toussaint
Melissa Turner
Lois E Tyler
Rosemary Urso
Georgene Vitense
Peter & Alice Waldron
David Weber & Trudy Carlson
Nancy C Welch

Directors Report 

2014 Board of Directors
President: Gary Praznik  
Exchange Club Representative 
Treasurer: Michael Caruso 
BMO Harris Bank
Secretary: Nyra Jordon
American Family Insurance
Gary Backhaus 
American Family Insurance

Marah Curtis
U.W. Professor, School of Social Work 
Sandy Gehler
Robert W. Baird & Co., Inc. 
Mark Westover
Bell Laboratories, Inc. 
Hans Wiedenbeck 
Summit Credit Union
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Total Expenses

2014 Statement of Activities
We are truly grateful each and every day for all the wonderful support we receive from 
the community. If we have made any errors or oversights in our donor listings we are very 
sorry. Please don’t hesitate to call our development office at 729-1142 for any corrections 
you would like to make.

2014 Honorariums and Memorials

The information presented is a summary of the audited financial statements, with an unqualified opinion.

Total Revenue

Expenses

Support and Revenue
Grants/Contracts 670,259

Contributions 1,232,176
Program Fees 16,032
Interest 2,728
Other 4,061

Personnel 1,763,871

Operating 396,697

1,925,256

Surplus/Defecit (235,312)
Net Asssets - Beginning of Year 2,717,283

2,160,568

Net Assets as of 12/31/2013 2,481,971

Morgan Adams
Natalie Aguirre
Sharyn Alden
Brian & Mary Andreas
Anne Arnesen
Elizabeth & Richard Askey
Mary Babula
Gary Backhaus
Merl Banks
Stephen Barbieri
Barb Barnard
Paul Barnett
Alice & William Battista
Brett Bauch
Susan & Ellis Bauman
Sandra Beaupre
Lois Beck
Paul & Kathleen Beckett
Laura Beckman
Paul & Marsha Beloungy
Mary Berg
Roy & Dorothy Berg
Dale Beske & Dorothy Gertsch
Sandra Black
Rebecca & Hanns  Blank-Kuttner
Linda Bochert
Anne Bolz
Marcia Bosscher
Jean Bovet
Phillip & Helen Bradbury
Arlin & Judith Brannstrom
Joan Brooks
Warren Buckels & Wendy Rakower
Lon & Deborah Buss
Mary Caldwell-Pineda
Kathryn Canary
Michael Caruso
Robert & Carol Christensen
Greg Cipriano
Dorothy & Greg Conniff
Shirley & Ronald Cook
Marah Curtis
Mary & Michael Damm
James & Victoria Daubert
Christine David
Richard & Susan Davidson
Eve & Carl Degen
Fran DeGraff
Herbert Desnoyers
Neil Diffenbaugh
Sally Dischler
William & Barbara Ditscheit
Mimi Doyle & Ernie Martinez
Catherine Eagle
Gay Eastman
Barbara & Gerald Eggleston
Rae Erdahl
Amanda Fahrenbach
Karen Falkner
Lyn Fleming
Tom and Linda Pauls Fleming
Ann & Nelson Flynn

Lailah Ford
Julie & John Franz
Shelley Gaylord
Sandy Gehler
Claire Gervais
Joel Gratz
Doris Green
Gerald Greenfield & Lauren Meyers
Allan & Marnee Hafeman
Charles Hammer
Timothy & Diane Hanson
Lucy Harr
Scott Haumersen
Thomas Haunty
Gloria Hawkins
Thomas & Elizabeth Hilt
William “Jerry” Hisgen
Patricia Holden
David & Barbara Houlihan
David Huppler
Neal Jakel
Nancy Jesse & Paul Menzel
Brett Johnson & Kelly Quade
Dave & Jean Johnsen
Linda Johnson
Connie Johnson
Nyra Jordon
Bob & Ginny Joyes
Sharyl Kato
Michael & Janet Kenitz
Rebecca Ketelsen
Judith Klehr
Jim & Lori Knishka
Jennifer Knight
David Knutzen
David & Donna Kracht
Page Krause
Marlene Kremer
Joseph & Catherine Kuschel
Diana & Rod Lakes
Gregory & Ann Landry
Dale Leibowitz
Jane & David LeCount
Alan Lee & Marguerite Moeller
Peter Leidy & Betsy Bazur-Leidy
Jude Leimer & Paul Strommen
Neil Lerner & Judy Collins
Don Lindsay
Mary Lloyd
Frank & Lenore Lusson
Ms. Katharine Lyall
Stewart Macaulay
Norma & Doug Madsen
Mary & Eileen Maher
Nancy Mairs Daly
Kirk Malnor
John Martens
Fay McClurg
Susan & Michael McKiernan
Martin Megeff
Virginia Meharg
Debra & Dan Meyer
Meg Miller

We are truly grateful each and every day for all the wonderful support we receive from 
the community. If we have made any errors or oversights in our donor listings we are very 
sorry. Please don’t hesitate to call our development office at 729-1142 for any corrections 
you would like to make.

2014 Donors

Honorariums and Memorials to recognize individuals, couples or groups are special tributes to  
the important people in your life. In addition, Legacy gifts through planned giving can provide  
the financial cornerstone for building our future. Thank you to our honorariums and memorial 
supporters.

Lacy Harr & Meg Miller
Sharyn Alden, Barb & Jim Barnard, Lois Beck, 
Paul & Kathleen Beckett, Paul & Marsha Be-
loungy, Sandra Black, Arlin & Judith Brannstrom, 
Joan K Brooks, Mary Caldwell-Pineda, Robert 
& Carol Christensen, Neil Diffenbaugh, Pat 
Doucette, Allan & Marnee Hafeman, Thomas 
& Elizabeth Hilt, Nancy Jesse & Paul Menzel, 
Michael & Janet Kenitz, Fay McClurg, Virginia 
Meharg, Fran Nelson, Lorraine & Keith Ochalla, 
Linda Pauls Fleming, Tom Fleming, Susan 
and Richard Pegg, Deborah Percival & Steven 
Grever, Richard & Clare Radtke, Sue Riseling, 
Krista Roys & William O’Connor, Peg Scholtes, 
Kevin & Michelle Smith, Mary Stelletello, Carol 
Toussaint, Peter & Alice Waldron, Judy Whalen

Chief Sue Riesling
Mary Berg

Fran Nelson
Judith Klehr

Dang Chonwerawong
Kirk Malnor

Mary Lou Otte
LuClinda Werkheiser

Memorials | In Memony of:

Linda Hisgen
Barb & Jim Barnard, Mary Lloyd, Sandra Beaupre

John E. White
Martin Megeff, Barbara & John White

Dorothy Uhlenhake
Linda Johnson

Ed Stiechen
David Knutzen

Honorariums | In Honor of:
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2014 Programs 

Respite Center

Early Childhood Education

Provides respite and crisis child care 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, to families experiencing high levels 
of stress. Call: 608.244.5700.

When your children play and read with you they 
learn important social emotional skills.

Parent Support Groups

Respite = Relief

Help children get a headstart!

Respite Center: 457 families with 832 children. 199 first time users.  
26,064 hours of crisis and emergency child care in 2014.

•	 The Respite Center provides licensed and accredited care for children from birth through 
age 14 in our home-like facility. Parents are given relief and the knowledge that the 
community cares. Children are safe and cherished in a beautiful setting.

•	 4,973 support contacts were made and 2,707 service hours were logged by the Respite 
Center social workers. Service hours include new intakes, phone contacts, and face-to-
face support regarding safety, housing & income distress, medical & legal issues, and relief 
support to help stabilize the family.

You are your childs first teacher. Be the best teacher 
you can be.

Play & Learn: 600 families with children between the ages of 0-5 served in 2014. 
Parent-Child Home Program: 150 children served in 2014.

•	 91% of parents/caregivers reported an increase in understanding of their child’s learning 
through play due to their participation in one of the 7 Play and Learn sessions held weekly 
throughout Dane County. 

•	 The Parent-Child Home Program is an evidence-based, research validated early childhood 
literacy, parent support, and school readiness program. 91% of the participating children 
show an increase in positive behavior traits as measured with the Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy evaluation.

 Strong Parents = Strong Families

Home Visiting
Teach them well. You help shape your child’s future 
through the kinds of experiences you provide.

Bringing Help Home

Parents’ Place: 99 individuals served in 2014. 
Court Ordered Parent Education (CORE): 23 families served in 2014.

•	 Parents Place provides weekly opportunities for parents to come together and learn 
parenting skills and share their parenting experiences. 98% of parents reported that the 
group is helpful to them as parents, that they experienced a reduction in isolation, and that 
their knowledge of child development was increased. Offered in English and Spanish.

•	 100% of participants in the Court Ordered Parent Education Program reported increased 
knowledge about their core protective capacities including child development and 
alternatives to physical discipline.

Welcome Baby: 168 families. Parents and Children Together (PACT): 14 families.  
Neighborhood Parent Aide (NPA): 37 families

•	 The Welcome Baby Program, using the Parents as Teachers curriculum, enriches the 
parent-child interaction and well-being by using a development-centered approach.  
97% of parents report an increase in their understanding of their child’s development and 
learning needs

•	 Parents and Children Together works with parents who have cognitive disabilities, providing 
them support and education in their homes until their children reach adulthood.

•	 Neighborhood Parent Aide provides weekly in-home parenting education, using the Love 
and Logic curriculum to address protective capacities identified by Dane County Protective 
Services


